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sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sin, should live "
unto righteousness.’ + Mark, those lived unto righteousness, which were
dead unto sin : and so the apostle did not teach people to look for a pur-
gatory, when they were dead. 1 Pet. i. 24./And how can it be said, that
you are dead to sin, and that Christ bore your sins in his own body.on
the tree, when that you look for a purgatory to be cleansed in after you
are dead? and the apostle told the saints, whilst they were upon the
earth, ¢ you have purified your souls, in obeying the truth, through the
spirit.” 1 Pet. i. 22. So these true christians need not look for a purga-
tory. And John saith, ‘if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, then
have we fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanses us from all sin.' So mark, he was the cleanser from all
gin: so they nceded not a purgatory. And they that are not cleansed
from all sin, are they that do not walk in the light, as Christis in the
light ; and such in their darkness may imagine a purgatory to cleanse
them in, and Christ hath appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself. And the apostle saith, ¢it is appointed unto men once to die,
and after this to come to judgment.’ Heb. ix. 27. So he doth not say,
they are appointed for purgatory, but for judgment.

And the apostle saith in his general epistle, to the christians in his day ;
¢forasmuch as ye know, that ye are not redeemed with corruptible things,
neither with silver and gold, from your vain conversation, but with the
precious blood of Jesus Christ.’ 1 Pet. i. 18.

Now consider this, you that plead antiquity, and that pretend to par-
don people’s sins, and give them indulgences for their sins for corruptible
things, as silver and gold, have not you made the blood of Christ of no
effect 7 and made people to believe a lie, that buy your pardons and in-
dulgences for their sins? and then tell them of a purgatory when they
are dead, and kecp them in their vain conversation, when they are living :
and so out of the catholic faith, and the true knowledge of the true chris-
tians in the primitive times, who knew that they were not redcemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the pregious blood
of Christ Jesus. _ -

And did not Christ say to the believing thief, ¢ this day thou shalt be
with me in paradise 7’ and you will belie the scriptures, if you say, that
it was a purgatory. And Christ saith, that ¢ he purgeth,’ every branch
that beareth fruit, that it may bring forth more fruit; and that branch
which doth not bear fruit, he takes it away ; so Christ is the purger.
And he said to his disciples, that they were clean through his word : so
not through a purgatory, after they were dead. Jokn xv.

And as John the Baptist declares, how that Christ should come after
him; and saith, ¢he shall baptize you with fire, and the Holy Ghost;

-
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and he shall thoroughly purge the floor, and burn up the chaff with un.
quenchable fire, and gather the wheat into his garner.’

Now all you that plead for a purgatory to be purged and purified in,
do not you deny the baptism of Christ to purge you with his fire and
Holy Ghost? and to purge out the old leaven of the old Adam and the
devil, who hath got in by transgression since Adam fell? for all this
purging, purifying, washing, and cleansing is to Adam and Eve, and their
sons and daughters, since they fell from the image of righteousness and
holiness, that God Almighty made them in. So Christ the second Adam,
that never fell, nor sinned, who had no guile in his mouth, is the purger
and cleanser of all his people with his blood and baptism, and circumciser
with his spirit, in putting off the body of death, and sins of the flesh,
which are gotten up into man and woman by transgression: for they
had not this body of death and sin before they fell, when God Almighty
made them in his image and likeness.

And s0 it is the blood of Christ that ¢ purges the conscience from dead
works, to serve the living God.’ Heb. ix. 14. So no purgatory: for it is
the blood of Chnst that cleanses from all sin.

{But if you have forgotten this purger, and so have invented another,
to wit, a purgatory, you must not plead your antiquity from the apostles

-for that ; but from the false conceptions of your apostatized bishops and
popes, and through your long continuance in your blindness, who have
wanted the true knowledge, and temperance, and patience, and godli-
ness, and true brotherly-kindness, to your fellow-creatures, and the true
love that Christ taught to his disciples, to ¢ love all men.’

This catholic love you have wanted ;. and therefore, have you massa.
cred, killed, and persecuted so many upon the account of religion, and
have forgotten that which should purge away your sins, to wit, the blood
of Christ. And therefore, have you imagined a purgatory after death,
and taught this for a doctrine amongst pegple instead of the blood of
Christ Jesus: read 2 Pel. i. 1, to 6. And therefore, come to that which
will purify your hearts from your double-mindedness, and take the apos-
tle James’s advice, in Jam. iv. 1, to 8. ¢ that your minds may be single to
Christ’ For the apostle saith, ¢ Christ, who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, [mark, {rom all iniquity,] and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.’

And the apostle exhorts Titus; ¢ these things speak and teach, exhort
and rebuke with all authority’ So he was to rebuke all such that
taught a doctrine contrary to this. So no man’s iniquity or sin (it is
clear,) can be pardoned by men’s indulgences, neither can any man be
redeemed from them by any gold or silver, or any other corruptible
thing : and they that think they can, do set up another pardoner and
forgiver, than God and Christ Jesus ; which is an antichrist, as you may
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see, 2 Thes. ii. 4. and are to be rebuked: for the Lord saith, ¢ I will par-
don all their iniquities. Jer. xxx. 8. And ¢ Christ hath washed us from
our sins, in his own blood.” Rev. i. 5, 9. And their garments were made
white in the blood of the Lamb.’ Rev. vii. 14. And the saints overcame
by the blood of the Lamb. Rev. xii. 11. And the apostle tells the Ephe-
sians, through what they had redemption, which was through the blood
of Christ Jesus. Ephes.i.7. And doth not he tell the Colossians the
same? who saith, ¢in whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgivenessof our sins. Col. i. 14. So away with all the pope’s
forgiveness, and selling of pardons, and purgatories.

Yea, the apostlc tells the Ephesians, ¢ you who sometimes were afar
off, are now made nigh by the blood of Christ.’

So it is the blood of Christ, that made nigh the saints then, and makes
nigh the saints to God now: which blood doth redeem, and wash, and
cleanse, and purify from all sin. And Christ having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments, containing ordi-
nances, and so broken down the partition-wall betwixt Jews and Gentiles,
to make to himself of both Jews and Gentiles, (of these twain,) one new
man : so making peace, that he might reconcile them unto God, in one
body through the blood of his cross; to reconcile all things unto himself,
whether things in heaven, or things in earth; baving slain the enmity
thereby, Ephes. ii. 14, to the end. And the gospel of peace was preached
to them that were afar off, and them that were nigh; and Christ the
foundation for Jews and Gentiles to build upon; who was the prophets’
and apostles’ foundation, the chief corner-stone in God’s house. And so
you may see, it is said, ¢ who hath reconciled us unto himself, by Jesus
Christ : and God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,- not
imputing their transgressions unto them.’ 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. So it is
clear, here was no purgatory after death, spoken of to wash, purify or
cleanse people in, but it was through Christ Jesus only.

And all that look for a purgatory after they are dead, are not of
that true catholic faith, which the apostles were in, and true church in
the primitive times; which true faith Jesus is the author of. For they
that receive the end of this catholic faith, receive the salvation of their
souls. 1 Pet. i. 9.

' So here is no purgatory ; and where a purgatory is pleaded for, the
end of this faith is not received. And faith is the victory over that
which separated man from God: by which faith he hath access to God,
and by it pleases God. And it is faith that sanctifies. Acts xxvi. 18. So
they need not have a purgatory, that be in this catholic faith : and they
that tell people of a purgatory, are out of the sanctifying and saving
faith. And the saints’ hearts were purified by faith ; and this was the
doctrine the apostle preached, to the primitive christians’ church. Acts
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xv. 9, And they that tell people of a purgatory to purge them in, are
erred from this catholic purifying faith. And the just shall and do live
by this purifying, sanctifying faith. Heb. i. 4. and Rom. i. 17. And this
faith which Christ is the author and finisher of, did justify and purify the
church then, and the saints now: by which faith being justified, they
had peace with God, this divine, ‘holy, and precious catholic faith. ¢ So
they that imagine a purgatory to cleanse them in, and thereby, or therein
expect to be cleansed, purged, or justified, are out of this catholic faith:
for the apostle saith, ¢being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.’

And so by faith, God’s people stood, and they walked by faith, and
not by sight: and they lived by the faith of the Son of God, which faith
the Son of God was the author and finisher of ; this holy, precious, di-
vine, purifying, sanctifying, justifying, saving, catholic faith, by which
they had access to God, and in which they pleased God, through which
faith they had victory over that which displeased him; so they need no
pope’s imagined purgatory.

And by this faith did Abel offer: and by this faith was Enoch trans-
lated: and by this faith did Noah build the ark, by which he and his
family were saved: and by this faith did Abraham forsake his country,
and country religion, and followed and obeyed the Lord, from whom he
received the blessing : and by this faith was Moses preserved, when he
was hid three months by his parents: and by this faith did Moses
forsake the pleasures 'of Egypt, and refuse to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter ; and by this faith were the thrée children preserved
in persecuting Nebuchadnezzar’s flaming furpace: and by this faith was

"Daniel preserved in the lion’s den, and their mouths closed from devour-
ing him. So faith is that which resists the devil, and it is the shield of
God’s children, and the weapon of the elect, which were elected before
the world was; which faith gives them victory over the world. So they
that preach up or believe a purgatory, are erred from this catholic faith
in Christ, who was and is the saints purger.

And John telis the churgh in his general epistle, 1 John v. 4. this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even your faith.” So if there be
no overcoming of the world, then there is no witnessing of this faith.
And whosoever preaches, that though persons fall short of overcoming the
world in this life, yet they may have a purgatory when they are dead,
they are erred from the catholic faith; for there is but this living, puri-
fying, justifying, holy faith, which Christ is the author and fmisher of ;
which is the victory of all God’s elect people, before the foundation of
the world, and gives them the victory over the world. And therefore,
the apostle Peter saith to the church, in his first general epistle. 1 Pet.
i.8. ‘They were kept by the power of God through faith unto salva-

Vor. V—57
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tion. So this divine, holy, purifying, precious, catholic faith, which
Christ was, and is the author and finisher of, was the saints keeper,
through the power of God, by which they bad access to God, and in
which they pleased God: and in which divine, and holy precious catho-
lic faith all the saints have unity. And this is the one true catholic faith ;
so not many. Ephes. iv. 5. And this was the one faith, which the saints
were to contend for, as in Jude is spoken of : and this is the faith, which
all the elect of God do preach, and hold forth to all the world ; and that
they must look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of. Heb. xii. 2.

And now concerning the true headship of the church: Christ Jesus,
who died for the sins of the world, and tasted death for every man, is
risen from the dead, and set on the right band of God in the heavenly
places, far above all principalities and powers, might and dominions, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come : and hath put all things under his feet, and gave himself .to
be head over all things to his church, which is his body, the fulness of
him, that filleth all, and in all’ Ephes. i. 20. So ye may see Christ is
the head of his church. And never did Christ set up any of the apos-
tles to be the head of the church upon the earth, but he called them
servants and friends, and they called themselves apostles and servants,
as may be seen in their epistles: and Christ said unto them, ¢he that
will be greatest amongst you, let him be servant unto all.’

And so, you that set up any man to be pope or chief head of the church,
and persecute others, because they will not believe it ; have you not been
like a monstrous body without a head, till you have made one? and how
often goes this off your body, till you have made abother 7 but by this
doth it not plainly appear that you are erred from the one, true, and
everlasting head, Christ Jesus, who is the author and finisher of the true
catholic faith, who was the head of his church in the apostles’ days, to
the primitive christians, after be was crucified, and risen from the dead;
so he is still to all true christians: ¢ who was dead, and is alive, and lives
for evermore,’ who saith, ‘T am alpha and omega, the first and last ?
which is the present head of the church, and which was, and which is
to come in flames of fire, upon all that do not obey him : and with reward
of life eternal to them that obey him, and believe in him. Rev. i 18.

And the apostle tells the Ephesians, that Christ is the head of the
church, and Saviour of the body. And Christ so loveth his church, and
gave himself for it; and the church is to be subject to Christ its head,
who both died for it, and shed his blood for it, and redeemed it,
and sanctified it, and purchased it with his blood; and cleanses it, and
washes it with the washing of the water of the word, that he might
present it to God, a glorious church without spot or wrinkle, that it
shapld be holy and without blemish, and Christ cherishes and nourishes
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his church with his heayenly and spiritual nourishment, and heavenly
cherishment ; so that his church comes to be members of his body, ¢ and
flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone.” Ephes. v.

And the apostle writes the same to the Colossians, and tells them,
¢ that by Christ all things were created, that are in heaven and in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities
or powers,” all things were created for him and by him, to wit, Christ,
who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every creature, -
and he is before all things, and by him all things consist, and he is the
head of the body, the church: who is the first begotten from the dead;
‘that in all things he might have the preeminence: for it pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness dwell.” Col i. 15, 19. So you may
see how clearly the apostle did exalt Christ above all, and to be the head
of the church: and not himself, nor Peter, nor any other of the apostles.
And they did ¢ warn and teach every man in all wisdom, that they might
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.’ So here you may see, they
presented them to their head: and therefore, they exhorted the saints
to be established, and rooted, and built up in Christ, as they had been
taught, and bid them beware, lest any man should spoil them through
philosophy or vain deceit, after the traditions of men, and rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ: for in Christ dwells the fulness of divi-
nity, who is the head; and all the saints are to be complete in him, their
head, as the saints were in the apostles’ days.

And the apostle writes to the Ephesians, ¢to grow up in Christ in all
things, who is the head: so that nothing was to be betwixt them and
Christ, from whom the whole body is fitly jointed together, and compact
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working
of the measure in every man, making increase of the body, to the edify-

_ing itself in love. So that the saints are to ‘ grow up unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ,’ their head, and not to be tossed to
and fro, and carried .about with every windy doctrine, by the cunning
craftiness of men, who lay in wait to deceive.

And thercfore, the apostle exhorts the church to ‘let no man beguile
them of their reward in a voluntary humility, and worshipping of angels,
intruding into these things, which they had never seen, vainly puffed up
in a fleshly mind, not holding the head, Christ Jesus, from which all the
body by joints and bands, have nourishment ministered from Christ
their head, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. So
there was many then who would beguile them from their living head,
Christ Jesus; as there is many now since the apostles’ days, that have
set up a pope to be head, &c. But the apostle set up Christ to be head
of the church. For the apostle had labour and travel enough to bring
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people to Christ, the head; who were to ¢ go info all nations,’ to preach
the gospel of Christ, that they might believe in-Christ their head.

And when the apostle said to the Colossians, ¢ let no man judge you in
meats or drinks, or in respect of an holy day, or new moons, or sabbath

" day; which were shadows of good things to come : but the body is of
Christ, who is the substance of all the shadows.” And so you may see
what sort they were, that did not hold Christ the head, and would be-

* guile people of the reward they had from him their head. And there-
fore, saith he, ‘if ye were dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
world:’ they were not to touch, taste nor handle the ordinances, doc-
trines or commandments of men, though they had never such a shew of
will-worship ; for these neglected the body, and did not hold Christ the
head.

And therefore, they that do not hold Christ the head of the church,
have lost their reward from him, and do neglect the body, and are in the
doctrines, ordinances, and commands of men, and the rudiments of the
world; and so in the rudiments of the world they are alive, and not
dead with Christ from them; and such may make heads of their own
for their bodies, when they have none upon them, as the papists do;
and when one is dead, may make another, and may persecute, prison,
and kill such as cannot own him to be the head of their church; and
then set all their body on persecuting as long as (that) their head stands
upon their body, as history and chronicles do testify. Yea, they evi-
dence the bloody works of this head, (that the body hath made, and set
upon it,) and the fruits of this bloody, persecuting body. It was never
the works of the true head, nor true church to persecute any that owned
Christ their heavenly and spiritual head; for Christ the true head of
his church ‘said, that ¢he came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save
them;’ and he rebuked such as would have men’s lives destroyed, and

. #old them, ¢ they knew not what spirit they are of ;’ and likewise gave
command to his church the true christians, (which he was head of;)
that they should love one another, and love enemies; and his church
confessed, that their weapons were spiritual, and their faith was their
shield, which Christ was the author of. So he gave them this spiritual
weapon, and the sword of the spirit, which was the word of God ; and
their armour was their light ; and their helmet was salvation, and they
were shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, &c.

So these were the weapons of the true christian church, that held
Christ to be their head; but the apostate church, called christian, (that
is without a head, till they have made one,) their weapons are carnal,
and not spiritual.

And they must all come to the true light, which Christ doth enlighten

= every one that cometh into the world withal ; which is the life in Christ ;



and believe in it, if they come to the true head, and be grafted into
him. For ¢ both he that sanctifieth, and they that are sanctified, are all
of one ;' for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, say-
ing, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the
church will I sing praise to thee.” Heb. i. 11, 12

And likewise, they must come to the grace and truth, which comes by
Jesus Christ, in their hearts and inward parts, if they will come to Christ
the head. '

And also, they must come to the spirit of God within, and the anoint.
ing within, and let Christ dwell in their hearts, and the word of God to
hammer down, cut down, and burn up that which hath separated from
God and Christ, which they are apostatized into, if they will come to
Christ their head, who will reconcile them to God.

And give over making of faiths, and look unto Jesus the author and
finisher of the true faith. And give over making of ways, and come to
Christ 4he new and living way, which the true christians were in, in the
apostles’ days. And give over making of heads, and come to the light
of Christ, which will turn people to Christ their head, and give them
the knowledge of him their head. 2 Cor. iv. Ephes. i. 22.

And give over making of religions, and come to the religion which is
pure and undefiled before God, which will keep them from the spots of
the world ; and then they will be ashamed of that imaginary doctrine
of a purgatory, (to cleanse or purge them in, when they are dead,) and
of all the heads and likenesses, and images they have made.

And give over making of worships, and come to the worship that
Christ set up above sixteen hundred years ago, in the spirit and in the
truth: and so lay away their own worships with all their carnal wea-
pons, by which they have persecuted in this night of apostacy, and come
to take up Christ’s spiritual weapons.

And give over making of ministers at schools and colleges, by natural
arts, tongues, &c. and come to Christ, who is ascended on high, and gives
gifts unto men for the work of the ministry, &c.

Now Concerning Mediators.

You in the apostacy, who look that Mary and other saints should be
mediators for you to Christ or God; this is not catholic doctrine, neither
is it from such as do hold Christ the head of the church ; but from such
as have apostatized from him.

For the apostle saith, Heb. viii. 6. speaking of Christ, he is the Media-
tor : and, Christ is the Mediator of the New Testament ;.}md the saints
were come to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant : and this was the
¢ gencral assembly of the church of the first born written in heaven, who
was come to God the judge of all, and to the spirit of just men made per-
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fect; and (as it was said before,) to Jesus the Mediator. Heb. xii. 24.
For God would have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge
of the truth: ¢ For there is one God, and one Mediator betwixt God and
men, the man Chsist Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes-
tified in due time.’ 1 Zim. ii. to vi.

Now it is clear, there is but one Mediator betwixt God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, who is head of his church ; and whosoever hath set up,
or do set up other mediators betwixt God and man, than the man Christ
Jesus, are in the apostacy from the apostles’ doctrine, and follow their
own doctrines, and not the apostolical doctrine ; for he is the one Media-
tor betwixt God and man, the one eternal, living God, creator of all, and
Christ Jesus, by whom were all things, who gave himself a ransom for
all men; he is the alone one Mediator betwixt God and man, who is the
only head of his church, and his church do testify him so to be, that are
come to Jesus, their Mediator; who hath made their peace betwixt
them and God, and so hath received him ywho is come, and hath given
them an understanding to know him ; and they that have him, have life
everlasting. . G. F.

The 10th month, 1678.

Postscript.

Anrp there is one faith, which Christ is the author and finisher of,
which all must look unto Jesus for this saving, holy, precious, and divine
faith, which purifieth the heart, and is the victory ; in which they have
access to God, in which faith they do please God. And this is the catho-
lic faith, which we are of.

And Christ is the head of his church, that be gathered out of the whole
world into his name ; and he is in the midst of them a prophet, and a
priest, and a shepherd, and a bishop, and a counsellor, and a king to rule
in the hearts of his church, and to exercise those offices in his church.

And Christ sct up one worship in the spirit and in the truth, for all
the children in the new covenant, which be Jerusalem, (that is from
above,) her children’s worship. For outward Jerusalem was in Canaan,
and at the temple, where the outward Jews did worship in the old cove-
nant, which worship Christ abolished, when he set up the worship in
his new covenant, in spirit and in the truth for Jerusalem, which is above,
and her children.

And there is but one cross which crucifieth people to the world, which
cross of Christ is the power of God. -

And the apostles in their days, did exalt Christ in the church, the Inter-
ceder, to make intercession for the saints to God ; who said, ¢ that Christ
ever liveth to make intercession for his people, and he is able to save
them to the utmost, that come to God by him.’ So, none of the deceased



“which his house is built upon ; which rock the gates of hell cannot pre-

S . : + , .
. * 458 . ’ * . » :
saints did mediate, orhtercede, or make intercession. for the living- .
saints; tHough the saints'were to pray one for another, while they were -i‘f\
living upon the earth. and the prayers of the saints availeth much while- "
they are living ; but when they are deceased, and fallen asleep, to pray .
to them, either to be mediators or interceders, or to make ig pcession ‘A
to them, it is neither catholic faith, nor catholi¢ doctrine ; byt ah inven- g,
tion, as prayidl for the dead to deliver them out of purffatory. Forijg:'
Christ is the foundation of God’s holy house of living stenes, and the rock

vail against : ¢ For the foundation of God standeth gure.’ : L
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